Chapter One
Our Evolving Ecological Consciousness
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Our Evolving Ecological Consciousness

“Since once again, Lord — though this time not in the forests of the Aisne but in the steppes
of Asia — I have neither bread, nor wine, nor altar, I will raise myself beyond these symbols,
up to the pure majesty of the real itself; I, your priest, will make the whole earth my altar and
the depths of a soul laid widely open to all the forces which in a moment will rise up from
every corner of the earth and converge upon the Spirit.”
Teilhard de Chardin, Mass on the World
“We need to move from a spirituality of alienation from the natural world to a spirituality
of intimacy with the natural world; from a spirituality of the divine as revealed in verbal
revelation to a spirituality of the divine as revealed in the visible world about us; from
a spirituality concerned with justice merely to humans to a spirituality of justice to the
devastated Earth community; from the spirituality of the prophet to the spirituality of the
shaman. The sacred community must now be considered the integral community of the entire
universe, more immediately the integral community of the planet Earth.”
Thomas Berry, An Ecologically Sensitive Spirituality
in Minding the Spirit
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Our Monumental Shift In Consciousness

stone Teilhard saw that matter is alive with an awesome vibrant presence. Mystically
“… the Divine radiating from the depths of a blazing Matter…”

the essence of this insight as follows:
“A growing awareness that the spiritual and psychic energy is present in the Universe from
the beginning and is the context in which we humans evolved, gives us a glimpse into the
depth of the mystery within and around us.”
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“In our totality we are born of the earth. We are earthlings.
The earth is our origin, our nourishment, our support, our guide.”
As we grappled with the implications of these insights and pondered them in

Silent Spring.
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“We commit ourselves to share generously. We will support and resource discerned ministry
needs at Congregational, Provincial and Local levels. We will heighten our awareness that
our lifestyle choices contribute to extreme poverty.
The provincial Team will set up a Working Group to:

one: we are an aging province no longer able to give the commitment we gave,
earth.

“As we explore the heart of who we are as Sisters of Mercy and as we discern our mission in
our time and in our evolving universe we ask:
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“And the world cannot be discovered by a journey of miles, no matter how long,
but only by a spiritual journey, a journey of one inch,
very arduous and humbling and joyful,
by which we arrive at the ground at our own feet,
and learn to be at home.”

into action.
Kathleen Glennon
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