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Chapter Five
An Fóidín Glas

“We take these [ecosystems] into account not only to determine how best to use them, 
but also because they have an intrinsic value independent of their usefulness. 

Each organism, as a creature of God, is good and admirable in itself.”

Laudato Si’ 140
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An Fóidín Glas

Spreading the message - Green Sod/An Fóidín Glas�PHPEHUV�LQ�D�FRPPXQLW\�SDUDGH�

Green Sod Ireland/An Fóidín Glas 

7KH� 6LVWHUV� RI�0HUF\��ZKR� KDYH� EHHQ�PDQ\� \HDUV� LQ� HGXFDWLRQ�� UHFRJQLVHG� KRZ�
LPSRUWDQW�LW�LV�LQ�SURPRWLQJ�DQG�HQFRXUDJLQJ�SXEOLF�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�
FRQVHUYLQJ�ODQG�DQG�SURWHFWLQJ�ELRGLYHUVLW\�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�DOO�
species.

,Q�UHFHQW�WLPHV��DQ�DZDNHQLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�WDNLQJ�SODFH�UHJDUGLQJ�RXU�UROH�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�
SODQHW�HDUWK��:H�KDYH�OHDUQHG�KRZ�ZH�KXPDQV�DQG�PLOOLRQV�RI�RWKHU�WKDQ�KXPDQ�
VSHFLHV�HYROYHG�RYHU����ELOOLRQ�\HDUV��+RZHYHU��WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZH�KDYH�KDG�ZLWK�
(DUWK�ZDV�HVVHQWLDOO\�KXPDQ�FHQWUHG�DQG��ZKLOH�ODXGDEOH��ZDV�ODFNLQJ�LQ�FRQFHUQ�
IRU�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�OLIH�RQ�RXU�KRPH�SODQHW��,W�ZDV�RQO\�ZLWK�WKH�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI�
VRPH�IRUPV�RI�OLIH�WKDW�ZH�EHFDPH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�LQWULQVLF�YDOXH�RI�QDWXUH��UHJDUGOHVV�
RI�LWV�YDOXH�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�XV��
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0iLUtQ�1t�0KXUFK~�H[SODLQV�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�An Fóidín Glas: “Back in the late nineties 
I was looking for a name or title that would be an umbrella for any kind of 
earth-centred project in which I might engage. Goretti Feeney came up with An 
Fóidín Glas (The Little Green Sod) which I loved because I thought that organic 
growing might be a possibility. A request from a teacher in a very small school near 
&URVVPROLQD�WR�¶GR·�VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�EURXJKW�PH�RQ�D�WRWDOO\�GLͿHUHQW�
path. I remembered Thomas Berry’s command/appeal to tell the story and so I 
began – and it took time – to develop a version of the Universe Story that would 
be suitable for primary schools. I was fortunate to meet up with Sharon Cameron, 
QHZO\� DSSRLQWHG�(QYLURQPHQWDO�$ZDUHQHVV�2FHU�ZLWK�0D\R�&RXQW\�&RXQFLO��
who was then promoting the Green Schools Programme throughout the county. She 
VXSSRUWHG�DQG�VSRQVRUHG�PH�GRZQ�WKH�\HDUV��:KHQ�ÀOOLQJ�RXW�QHFHVVDU\�IRUPV�IRU�
the County Council, Eco-Literacy best described what I was doing in schools. 

When two visionary and pioneering women (one of them a friend of mine) set up a 
land trust (Green Sod Ireland) in 2007 and were looking for an Irish translation, it 
VHHPHG�DSSURSULDWH�WR�RͿHU�WKHP�¶P\·�)yLGtQ�*ODV��*RUHWWL�)HHQH\�JDYH�KHU�EOHVVLQJ�
to the transfer. In 2014, I felt the need to re-imagine my approach to working in 
schools. To give me space and time to experiment I terminated my partnership 
with Mayo County Council. Since then I have been a volunteer under the Green 
Sod Ireland/ An Fóidín Glas Education Programme. There is now a sense of having 
come ‘full circle’ back to An Fóidín Glas.”

,Q� ������ ZKHQ� ELRGLYHUVLW\� EHFDPH� D� *UHHQ� )ODJ� WKHPH�� 0iLUtQ� GHYHORSHG� The 
Food We Eat Programme.�7KLV� LOOXVWUDWHV�RXU�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�ELRGLYHUVLW\��ZKLFK�LV�
in essence, the variety of life on planet Earth. Special emphasis is given to bees, 
HDUWKZRUPV�DQG�EDFWHULD�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�WKH�JURZLQJ�RI�IRRG��
 
7KLV�SURJUDPPH� LQFOXGHV�SUHSDULQJ� VRXS� from scratch in the classroom, learning 
the principles and practice of organic growing, composting and creating a web of 
OLIH�WHOOLQJ�WKH�VWRU\�RI�FUHDWLRQ��2QH�WHDFKHU�FRQWUDVWHG�DQ�LQLWLDO�UHOXFWDQFH�WR�HYHQ�
FRQVLGHU�HDWLQJ�KRPHPDGH�VRXS�LQ�D�FODVV��WR�WKH�VKHHU�GHOLJKW�RI�WKH�SXSLOV�DV�WKH\�
TXHXHG�XS�IRU�VHFRQG�KHOSLQJV��7KLV�SURJUDPPH�KDV�EHHQ�WDNHQ�XS�E\�����VFKRROV�
LQ�0D\R��ZLWK�UHTXHVWV�IRU�UHSHDW�VHVVLRQV�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�

6LQFH�������0iLUtQ�KDV�EHHQ�XSGDWLQJ�WKH�DERYH�SURJUDPPHV�ZRUNLQJ�QRZ�DV�D�Green 
Sod Ireland/An Fóidín Glas YROXQWHHU��+HU�KRSH�LV�WR�NHHS�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH�
ELRGLYHUVLW\�DV�D�FRUH�WKHPH��0iLUtQ�QRZ�JRHV�WR�IHZHU�VFKRROV��SUHIHUULQJ�WR�VSHQG�
PRUH�WLPH�LQ�HDFK�RQH��DV�VKH�GHYHORSV�D�EURDGHU�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��6KH�RͿHUV�PRGXOHV�
WKDW�FDQ�EH�FKRVHQ�E\�VFKRROV��H�J��RUJDQLF�JURZLQJ��ELRGLYHUVLW\�DQG�IRRG��DOO�WKURXJK�
WKH�PHGLXP�RI�VRQJV��SRHPV��HWF��6KH�FRPELQHV�DQ�HQDFWPHQW�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVH�6WRU\�
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ZLWK�HQJDJHPHQW�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�UHÁHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�:HE�RI�/LIH��WKURXJK�OHDUQLQJ�
ZKHUH�IRRG�FRPHV�IURP��(YHU�FUHDWLYH��0iLUtQ�KDV�ZULWWHQ�OLYHO\�O\ULFV�WR�VRQJV�WKDW�
WHOO�WKH�VWDJHV�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVH�6WRU\�DQG�KDV�SXW�WKHP�WR�WUDGLWLRQDO�,ULVK�DLUV��7KH\�
PD\�EH�KHDUG�E\�OLQNLQJ�WR�KWWS���ZZZ�JUHHQVRGLUHODQG�LH�HGXFDWLRQ�SKS
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,Q�HDFK�SURJUDPPH�DQG�VHVVLRQ��HPSKDVLV�RQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�WKHPHV�DQG�SULQFLSOHV�
is made:
 

:H�PD\�QRWH�WKDW�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�QDWXUH�KDYLQJ�D�YDOXH�LQ�LWVHOI�SUHGDWHV�VXFK�DQ�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�LQ�Laudato Si’�

0iLUtQ�KDV�DOVR�EURXJKW�KHU�SURJUDPPH�
WR�WKH�0HUF\�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�ÉUG�%KUtGH��&DVWOHEDU��,UHODQG�

Máirín Ní Mhurchú
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