Chapter Five
An Fóidín Glas
“We take these [ecosystems] into account not only to determine how best to use them,
but also because they have an intrinsic value independent of their usefulness.
Each organism, as a creature of God, is good and admirable in itself.”
Laudato Si’ 140

53

An Fóidín Glas

Spreading the message - Green Sod/An Fóidín Glas

Green Sod Ireland/An Fóidín Glas

species.
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An Fóidín Glas: “Back in the late nineties
I was looking for a name or title that would be an umbrella for any kind of
earth-centred project in which I might engage. Goretti Feeney came up with An
Fóidín Glas (The Little Green Sod) which I loved because I thought that organic
growing might be a possibility. A request from a teacher in a very small school near
path. I remembered Thomas Berry’s command/appeal to tell the story and so I
began – and it took time – to develop a version of the Universe Story that would
be suitable for primary schools. I was fortunate to meet up with Sharon Cameron,
who was then promoting the Green Schools Programme throughout the county. She
the County Council, Eco-Literacy best described what I was doing in schools.
When two visionary and pioneering women (one of them a friend of mine) set up a
land trust (Green Sod Ireland) in 2007 and were looking for an Irish translation, it
to the transfer. In 2014, I felt the need to re-imagine my approach to working in
schools. To give me space and time to experiment I terminated my partnership
with Mayo County Council. Since then I have been a volunteer under the Green
Sod Ireland/ An Fóidín Glas Education Programme. There is now a sense of having
come ‘full circle’ back to An Fóidín Glas.”
The
Food We Eat Programme.
in essence, the variety of life on planet Earth. Special emphasis is given to bees,

from scratch in the classroom, learning
the principles and practice of organic growing, composting and creating a web of

Green
Sod Ireland/An Fóidín Glas

55

56

is made:

Laudato Si’

Máirín Ní Mhurchú
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