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Towards	A	Solu-on	
•  The	problems	affec-ng	our	world	are	very	complex.	

Science	needs	to	take	into	account	the	insights	
generated	by	other	disciplines	including	philosophy,	and	
social	ethics.	

•  In	our	current	situa-on,	there	are	no	ethical	horizons	to	
which	one	can	appeal.	As	a	result,	life	gradually	
becomes	a	surrender	to	situa-ons	condi-oned	by	
technology.	

•  In	the	concrete	situa-on,	there	are	a	number	of	
symptoms	which	point	to	what	is	wrong:	a)	
environmental	degrada-on	b)	increased	anxiety	c)	a	
loss	of	purpose	of	life	and	of	community	living.	



Towards	A	Solu-on	(2)	

•  “There needs to be a distinctive way of looking at 
things, a way of thinking, policies, an educational 
programme, a lifestyle, and a spirituality which 
together generate resistance to the assault of the 
technocratic paradigm.”	

•  A	technical	remedy	that	addresses	immediate	
problems	without	reference	to,	or	regard	for	
the	broader	issues,	is	not	adequate.	



Need	For	A	Global	View	



Alterna-ve	Paradigms	
•  The	evolu-on	of	the	human	family	should	not	be	determined	by	a	

technology	paradigm	that	diminishes	the	human.		

•  There	are	examples	where	local	coopera-ves	operate	successfully	
out	of	a	very	different	paradigm.	

•  Examples:	

	*	Where	small	producers	adopt	a	less	pollu-ng	means	of	
					produc-on	and	opt	for	a	non-consumer	mode	of	life	

	*	Where	technology	is	directed	primarily	to	resolving	 				
					people’s	concrete	problems	helping	them	to	live	more	
				dignity.	

	*	When	the	desire	to	create	and	contemplate	beauty	 						
				manages	to	overcome	reduc-onism.		

•  Despite	the	dominance	of	the	technological	paradigm,	there	is	a	
new	synthesis	struggling	to	be	born,	a	synthesis	that	manifests	in	
beauty	and	in	those	who	behold	it.	



Choosing	Our	Future	



Pessimism	&	The	Future	
•  People	no	longer	seem	to	believe	in	a	happy	future.		There	is	

a	growing	awareness	that	scien-fic	&	technological	progress	
is	not	the	same	as	the	progress	of	humanity	and	history.	

•  An	accumula-on	of	technological	novel-es	induces	a	
superficiality	that	makes	it	difficult	to	pause	and	recover	the	
depth	of	life.	

•  We	need	to	con-nue	to	wonder	about	the	purpose	and	
meaning	of	everything	otherwise	we	legi-mise	the	current	
situa-on.	What	we	need	is	a	cultural	evolu-on.	We	need	to	
slow	down	and	look	at	reality	in	a	different	way.			

•  We	need	to	appropriate	the	posi-ve	and	sustainable	
progress	that	has	been	made.		We	need	to	abandon	our	
unrestrained	delusions	of	grandeur.	



We	Need	a	Wake	Up		
Call	



Effects	of	Anthropocentrism	

•  Anthropocentrism	is	the	belief	that	the	Earth	is	there	
for	exclusive	benefit	of	humans.	

•  The	technological	mind	sees	nature	as	an	object	of	
u-lity,	as	raw	material	to	be	hammered	into	useful	
shape.	

•  When	humans	fail	to	find	their	true	place	in	this	world	
they	misunderstand	themselves	and	end	up	harming	
themselves.	

•  An	inadequate	presenta-on	of	Chris-an	anthropology	
has	led	to	a	wrong	rela-onship	between	humans	and	
the	world.	

•  Instead	of	pursuing	a	policy	of	domina-on,	what	is	
required	is	responsible	stewardship	





Respec-ng	the	Human		
•  Failure	to	have	regard	for	the	environmental	impact	of	our	

decisions	is	a	striking	sign	of	our	disregard	for	the	Earth	and	
its	life	systems.	

•  When	we	fail	to	have	regard	for	the	weakest	members	of	our	
human	community,	it	becomes	increasingly	more	difficult	to	
hear	the	cry	of	nature.		

•  “Once the human being … behaves with absolute dominion, the 
very foundations of our life begin to crumble; everything is 
connected.”	

•  When	technocracy	sees	no	intrinsic	value	in	lesser	beings	it	
eventually	arrives	at	the	point	where	it	sees	no	special	value	
in	the	human	being	either.	

•  “Human beings cannot be expected to feel responsibility for 
the world unless, at the same time, freedom and responsibility 
are recognised and valued.”	







Healing	Human	Rela-ons		
•  “We	cannot	presume	to	heal	our	rela-onship	with	nature	

and	the	environment	without	healing	all	fundamental	
human	rela-onships.”	

•  Chris-an	thought	sees	human	beings	as	possessing	a	
par-cular	dignity.	Our	openness	to	others	remains	the	
source	of	our	nobility	as	human	persons.	

•  A	correct	rela-onship	with	the	world	demands	that	we	not	
weaken	this	social	dimension	of	openness	to	others.	

•  “Our relationship with the environment can never be isolated from our 
relationship with others and with God.”	

•  In	this	context,	Pope	Francis	emphasised	that	abor-on	is	
incompa-ble	with	a	concern	for	the	protec-on	of	nature.	



God	

Others	 World	



Rise	of	Rela-vism	
•  Drawing	on	the	wisdom	of	Jesus,	Pope	Francis	

encourages	the	Chris-an	community	to	enter	into	
dialogue	with	the	changing	historical	situa-on.	

•  He	warns	us	about	the	dangers	of	anthropocentrism: 
“When human beings place themselves at the centre, they give 
absolute priority to immediate convenience and all else becomes 
relative.” 

•  The	current	technocra-c	paradigm	and	the	cult	of	
unlimited	power	inevitably	leads	to	a	rise	in	rela-vism.	

•  Anything	that	does	not	serve	one’s	own	immediate	
interest	is	irrelevant.	





Manifesta-ons	of	Rela-vism	

•  Trea-ng	others	as	mere	objects	
•  Imposing	forced	labour	on	the	powerless	
•  Sexual	exploita-on	of	children	
•  Human	trafficking	
•  Commerce	in	blood	diamonds	
•  Abandonment	of	the	elderly	
•  Buying	the	body	organs	of	the	poor	
•  Allowing	the	market	to	regulate	the	economy	
•  “When the culture itself is corrupt and objective truth and 

universally valid principles are no longer upheld then laws 
can only be seen as arbitrary impositions or obstacles to be 
avoided.” 





Dignity	of	Human	Labour		
•  Genesis	1	encourages	humanity	to	preserve	the	earth	

and	make	it	fruibul.	Developing	the	created	world	in	a	
prudent	way	is	the	best	ways	of	caring	for	it.	

•  We	humans	are	the	instruments	used	by	God	to	bring	
out	the	poten-al	inherent	in	crea-on.	

•  This	has	to	do	not	only	with	manual	labour	but	with	
ac-vity	involving	modifica-on	of	exis-ng	reality.		

•  Pope	Francis	reflects	on	the	spirituality	of	labour	
developed	within	the	Chris-an	tradi-on	over	the	
centuries,	from	Benedict	to	Francis	to	Charles	de	
Foucauld.	

•  “Personal growth and sanctification came to be sought in the 
interplay of recollection and work” 





Dignity	of	Human	Labour		
•  We	need	to	remember	that	men	and	women	have	
the	capacity	to	further	their	moral	growth	and	to	
develop	their	spiritual	endowments.	

•  Once	our	human	capacity	for	contempla-on	and	
reverence	is	impaired,	it	becomes	easy	for	the	
meaning	of	work	to	be	misunderstood.	

•  Work	should	be	the	sedng	for	rich	personal	growth	
where		many	aspects	of	life	enter	into	play:	

•  Crea-vity,	Planning	for	the	future,	Developing	our	
talents,	Living	our	values,	Rela-ng	to	others,	Giving	
glory	to	God.	







Importance	of	Work	

•  Work	is	a	necessity,	part	of	the	meaning	of	life	on	this	
Earth,	a	path	to	growth,	human	development	and		
fulfilment.	

•  There	is	a	tendency	in	the	new	technology	to	replace	
humans	with	machines.		

•  This	policy	has	significant	social	consequences.	The	loss	of	
meaningful	work	has	a	nega-ve	impact	on	the	economy	
through	progressive	erosion	of	human	capital.		

•  “To stop investing in people, in order to gain greater 
short term financial gain, is bad business for society” 





Protec-ng	Meaningful	Work	

•  To	con-nue	providing	employment,	it	is	impera-ve	to	
promote	an	economy	which	favours	produc-ve	diversity.	

•  The	present	trend	of	high	technology	and	economies	of	
scale,	especially	in	the	agricultural	sector,	are	forcing	small	
holders	to	abandon	their	tradi-onal	way	of	life.	

•  Civil	authori-es	have	the	right	and	duty	to	adopt	clear	and	
firm	measures	in	support	of	small	producers	and	
differen-ated	produc-on.		

•  To	claim	economic	freedom	while	real	condi-ons	bar	
many	people	from	actual	access	to	it,	and	while	the	
possibili-es	of	employment	con-nue	to	shrink,	is	both	
dishonest	and	unfair.	



Big	Guy		

Liele	Guy	



Science	&	Ethics		
•  Science	has	placed	immense	power	in	the	hands	of	the	

scien-fic	community.		Microbiology	in	par-cular	has	enabled	
scien-sts	to	understand	the	life	processes	of	all	living	
species.	This	is	an	immense	source	of	power	and	control	

•  There	is	always	the	tempta-on	to	experiment	with	this	new	
knowledge	without	full	apprecia-on	of	what	the	outcome	
might	be.		

•  “We cannot interfere in one area of the ecosystem without 
paying due attention to the consequences … in other areas.” 

•  It	is	“the nobility of the human vocation to participate responsibly 
in God’s creative action.” 

•  Pope	Francis	warns	that	scien-fic	explora-on	should	not	
lead	to	“indiscriminate	gene-c	manipula-on.”	

•  “We need constantly to rethink the goals, effects, overall 
context and ethical limits of this human activity, which is a 
form of power involving considerable risks.” 







Gene	Modifica-on	in	Plants	&	
Animals		

•  Gene-c	modifica-on	through	natural	process	has	been	part	of	
human	prac-ce	ever	since	humans	learned	how	to	domes-cate	
plants	and	animals.	

•  Microbiology,	however,	has	brought	a	whole	new	dimension	to	
gene-c	modifica-on	(GM).	While	there	are	undoubted	benefits,	
there	are	also	troubling	aspects	which	need	to	be	addressed.	

•  In	many	places	the	introduc-on	of	GM	crops	leads	to	the	
progressive	disappearance	of	small	producers.	

•  The	expansion	of	these	GM	crops	has	the	effect	of	destroying	the	
complex	network	of	ecosystems	and	the	diversity	of	species	
associated	with	them.	

•  Producing	infer-le	seeds		means	that	new	seeds	have	to	be	
purchased	every	growing	season	

•  The	paten-ng	of	GM	seeds	and	the	associated	fer-lisers	places	
enormous	power	in	the	hands	of	the	GM	industrialists.	





Reflec-on	on	GM	Technology	

“This (GM) is a complex environmental issue, it calls for a 
comprehensive approach which would require, at the very 
least, greater efforts to finance various lines of 
independent, interdisciplinary research capable of 
shedding new light on the problem.   …. When 
technology disregards the great ethical principles, it ends 
up considering any practice whatsoever as licit. As we 
have seen … a technology severed from ethics will not 
easily be able to limit its own power” 









Integral	Ecology	(Ch.	4)	

•  What	science	has	revealed	to	us	is	that	everything	is	
connected.	

•  The	survival	of	life,	and	the	survival	of	society	are	
dependant	on	this	universal	connectedness	

•  Not	all	models	of	development,	produc-on	and	
consump-on	are	beneficial	for	the	survival	of	life	and	
society.	

•  Living	species	are	part	of	a	network	that	we	will	never	
fully	understand.	

•  It	is	essen-al	therefor,	that	all	the	new	knowledge,	
fragmented	as	it	is,	must	be	integrated	into	a	broader	
vision	of	reality.	





Environmental	&	Social	Issues	

•  We	humans	are	part	of	nature;	included	in	it	and	in	
constant	interac-on	with	it.		

•  When	there	are	problems,	it	is	important	to	“to seek 
comprehensive solutions which consider the interactions 
within natural systems themselves.” 

•  We	are	faced	not	with	two	separate	crisis,	one	
environmental	and	the	other	social.	

•  We	are	faced	with	one	crisis	which	is	both	social	and	
environmental.		

•  A	fundamental	reality	is	that	our	ecosystems	are	limited	
in	what	they	can	provide.	

•  That	is	why	a	solu-on	to	our	problems	requires	
collabora-on	and	coopera-on	on	a	worldwide	scale.	





Working Together 



Need	For	Economic	Ecology	

•  An	increase	in	produc-on	and	a	decrease	in	the	cost	of	
produc-on	in	not	the	solu-on	to	our	problems.	

•  Pope	Francis	draws	aeen-on	to	the	“need for an ‘economic 
ecology’ capable of appealing to a broader vision of reality.” 

•  We	need	an	approach	which	brings	together	the	
different	fields	of	knowledge	including	economics.	

•  Analysis	of	environmental	problems	cannot	be	separated	
from	analysis	of	the	human,	family,	work-related,	and	
urban	contexts.	

•  Everything	is	connected.	







Social	Ecology	
•  Pope	Francis	asserts	that	every	viola8on	of	solidarity	and	

civic	friendship	harms	the	environment.	
•  Social	ecology	extends	from	the	primary	group,	the	family,	

to	the	wider	local,	na8onal	&	interna8onal	communi8es.	
•  Within	this	network,	ins8tu8ons	develop	to	regulate	

human	rela8onships.	Anything	that	weakens	these	
ins8tu8ons	has	a	nega8ve	consequence	for	all	of	society.	

•  Pope	Francis	highlights	the	growing	disrespect	for	law	that	
is	manifes8ng	in	many	socie8es,	and	the	destruc8ve	
consequences	that	will	result	from	this.	

•  Where	behaviour	is	corrupted,	lives	are	destroyed	and	the	
environment	deteriorates.	







Cultural	Ecology	

•  Pope	Francis	stresses	the	importance	of	culture	when	
addressing	ecological	issues.	

•  “Culture is more than what we have inherited from the past; it is …. a 
living dynamic and participatory present reality which cannot be 
excluded as we rethink the relationship between human beings and the 
environment.” 

•  A	globalised	economy	has	a	levelling	effect	on	culture.	It	
tends	to	overlook	the	complexi-es	of	the	local	situa-on.	

•  There	is	need	to	respect	the	rights	of	peoples	and	cultures.		
•  Quality	of	life	cannot	be	imposed.	It	must	be	understood	

within	the	world	of	symbols	and	customs	proper	to	each	
human	group.	



Cultural	Ecology	
•  Intensive	forms	of	exploi-ng	the	environment	can	
have	many	damaging	consequences.	

•  It	can	damage	the	livelihood	of	the	local	community	

•  It	can	undermine	the	social	structure	which		for	a	
long	-me	has	shaped	the	cultural	iden-ty	of	the	
local	group.	

•  The	disappearance	of	a	culture	can	be	more	serious	
than	the	disappearance	of	a	species	of	plant	or	
animal.	

•  In	this	context,	Pope	Francis	makes	a	strong	case	for	
protec-ng	the	cultural	tradi-ons	of	indigenous	
people.		





Climate	of	Poor	Living	Condi8ons	

•  The	sedng	in	which	we	live	our	human	lives	influence	
the	way	we	think,	feel	and	act.	

•  In	an	environment	which	is	disorderly,	chao-c	and		
saturated	with	noise	and	ugliness,	it	is	difficult	to	live	an	
integrated	happy	life.	

•  It	is	also	true	that	a	wholesome	social	life	can	light	up	a	
seemingly	undesirable	environment.	

•  In	the	unstable	neighbourhoods	of	megaci-es,	
overcrowding	and	social	anonymity	can	spawn	an-social	
behaviour	and	violence.	

•  It	is	also	true	that	many	people	in	these	condi-ons	can	
weave	bonds	of	belonging	and	togetherness.	





Challenge	of	Megaci-es	
•  Increasingly,	the	human	family	is	being	concentrated	
in	megaci-es.	Megaci-es	need	careful	planning	to	
ensure	that	people	will	have	a	sense	of	belonging.	

•  Without	careful	planning,	megaci-es	become	
gheeoised,	and	many	people	living	in	them	
experience	a	feeling	of	aliena-on.	

•  With	regard	to	social	housing	in	megaci-es,	Pope	
Francis	stresses	the	importance	of	consul-ng	the	
views	of	those	for	whom	social	housing	is	being	
provided.	

•  Beauty	of	design	is	not	the	only	beauty.	More	
significant	is	beauty	in	the	quality	of	people’s	lives	
when	they	feel	at	home	in	their	environment.	





Aspects	of	Human	Ecology	

•  Pope	Francis	points	to	the	lack	of	housing	as	a	grave	
problem	in	many	parts	of	the	world.		

•  Enabling	the	poor	to	have	a	home	of	their	own	enables	
them	to	live	with	dignity.		

•  The	Pope	also	highlights	the	plight	of	rural	popula-ons	
who	lack	access	to	essen-al	services	such	as	health	care	
and	educa-on.	

•  Human	ecology	also	involves	the	rela-onship	between	
human	life	and	the	moral	law.	

•  “The acceptance of our bodies as God’s gift is vital for welcoming 
and accepting the entire world as a gift from the Father and our 
common home.” 



Principle	of	Common	Good	
•  The	common	good	is	an	intrinsic	dimension	of	
human	ecology.	Society	as	a	whole,	and	the	state	in	
par-cular,	is	obliged	to	defend	and	promote	the	
common	good.	

•  The	common	good	acknowledges	the	respect	due	to	
human	persons,	and	protects	their	inalienable	
rights.	

•  The	common	good	recognises	the	paramount	
importance	of	the	family	as	the	basic	cell	of	society.	

•  The	common	good	calls	for	social	peace	and	
stability.	This	inevitably	calls	for	the	prac-ce	of	
distribu-ve	jus-ce.	



Distribu-ve	Jus-ce	



Human	Ecology	&	The	Future	

•  The	common	good	extends	to	future	genera8ons.		
•  There	is	need	for	intergenera8onal	solidarity.	It	is	a	
basic	ques8on	of	jus8ce.		

•  The	Earth	is	on	loan	to	each	genera-on.	
•  We	have	to	ask	ourselves	what	kind	of	world	do	we	
want	to	leave	to	those	who	come	aIer	us,	to	children	
who	are	growing	up	now?	

•  Pope	Frances	stresses	that	unless	we	struggle	with	
these	deeper	issues	our	concern	for	ecology	will	
produce	no	significant	results.	





Unstainable	Consump8on	
•  Pope	Francis	asserts	that	doomsday	predic-ons	can	no	

longer	be	treated	with	disdain.	

•  Our	current	lifestyle	is	unstainable,	and	can	only	precipitate	
catastrophe.	

•  “We	may	well	be	leaving	to	coming	genera-ons	debris,	
desola-on	and	filth.”	

•  Men	and	women	of	our	postmodern	world	run	the	risk	of	
rampant	individualism.	

•  Many	problems	of	society	are	connected	to	today’s	culture	
of	instant	gra-fica-on.	

•  We	need	to	“broaden	the	scope	of	our	present	interests	and	
include	those	who	remain	excluded	from	development.”	



Over	Consump8on		





Challenge	Before	Us	
•  Solu-ons	to	our	current	problems	can	only	be	dealt	
with	from	a	global	perspec-ve.		

•  A	global	consensus	is	essen-al	for	confron-ng	the	
deeper	problems.	

•  Developing	renewable	energy	is	essen-al	if	we	are	
to	solve	our	energy	problems.	

•  There	is	a	reluctance	in	the	interna-onal	
community	to	collaborate	in	financing	this	
transi-on.	

•  Poli-cs	and	business	interests	have	been	slow	to	
react	in	a	way	commensurate	with	urgency	of	the	
situa-on.	



Reason	For	Hope	

“Although the post-industrial 
period may well be remembered 
as one of the most irresponsible 
in history, nonetheless there is 
reason to hope that humanity 
at the dawn of the twenty-first 
century will be remembered for 
having generously shouldered 
its grave responsibilities.” 



Cri-que	of	Climate	Summits	

•  Pope	Francis	points	to	the	failure	of	successive	World	
Summits	to	deliver	any	meaningful	agreements	due	to	
lack	of	poli-cal	will.	

•  Referring	to	the	Stockholm	and	Rio	summits,	in	
par-cular,	he	points	out	that	these	summits	clearly	
iden-fied	the	issues,	but	their	follow	through	
recommenda-ons		were	poorly	implemented.	

•  Pope	Francis	acknowledged	the	importance	of	
interna-onal	conven-ons	on:	a)	hazardous	waste,	b)		
interna-onal	trade	in	endangered	species		c)	Vienna	
conven-on	on	Ozone	Layer.	



Failures		
•  From	1970’s	to		2000’s	the	percentage	of	the	Earth’s	land	area	

afflicted	by	drought	has	doubled	
•  Liele	progress	is	being	made	in	rela-on	to	climate	change.	No	

binding	agreements	have	been	reached	in	rela-on	to		greenhouse	
gas	emissions.	

•  Interna-onal	nego-a-ons	cannot	make	significant	progress	due	to	
posi-ons	taken	by	countries	which	place	their	na-onal	interests	
above	global	common	good.	

•  Those	who	will	suffer	the	consequences	of	what	we	are	trying	to	
hide	will	not	forget	this	failure	of	conscience	and	responsibility.	

•  Pope	Francis	reminds	all,	that	those	“countries which have 
benefited from a high degree of industrialisation, at the cost of 
enormous emissions of green house gases, have the greater 
responsibility for providing a solution to the problems they have 
called.” 





“Fair	Deal”	For	Poorer	Countries	

•  While	recognising	the	need	for	internal	reform	in	
poorer	countries,	the	primary	goal	must	be	to	
eliminate	extreme	poverty.	

•  When	it	comes	to	responding	to	climate	change,	
poorer	countries	need	special	considera-on	and	
assistance.	

•  In	poorer	countries,	poli-cal	and	ins-tu-onal	
frameworks	do	not	exist	simply	to	avoid	bad	
prac-ce,	but	also	to	promote	best	prac-ce.		



Interna-onal	Issues	

•  Some	of	the	most	cri-cal	issues	in	rela-on	to	climate	
change	are	interna-onal	in	character.	

	*	The	growing	problem	of	marine	waste	

	*	Prac-ces	that	produce	global	warming	

	*	Mindsets	that	deny	the	reality	of	global	warming		

	*	Mindsets	that	ignore	the	goal	of	elimina-ng	poverty	

	*	The	weakening	power	of	the	na-on	states		

	*The	growing	power	of	economic	and	financial	sectors	

	*	Systems	of	governance	that	are	not	fit	for	purpose	
•  	In	the	context	of	the	above,	there	is	a	growing	need	
for	enforceable	interna-onal	agreements.	



Global	Strategies	
•  Pope	Francis	iden-fies	issues	that	need	to	be	addressed	

at	a	global	level:	

			*		Integral	and	-mely	disarmament(Global	Arms	budget	
	2015		=	1.563	trillions	dollars)	

			*		Food	security	and	peace	

			*		Protec-on	of	the	environment	

			*		Regula-on	of	migra-on	

•  	For	all	of	these	issues	there	is	urgent	need	for	a	true	
world	poli-cal	authority.	

•  Diplomacy	takes	on	anew	importance	in	developing	an	
interna-onal	strategy.	



Sustainable	Development	Goals	



Na8onal	Strategies	

•  The	global	issues	referred	to	above	are	replicated	
within	na-ons	at	the	local	level.	

•  How	can	a	society	plan	and	protect	its	future?	
•  	A	healthy	society	will	have	a	law	structure	that	
promotes	the	common	good.	

•  Poli-cal	ins-tu-ons	and	the	Law	exist	to:-		avoid	
bad	prac-ce	and	to	promote	best	prac-ce.		

•  To	s-mulate	crea-vity,	and	to	encourage	individual	
and	group	ini-a-ves.	



Short-term	Perspec-ve	

•  Pope	Francis	iden-fies	the	limita-ons	of	current	
poli-cal	engagement:-	

	*	Poli-cs	is	concerned	with	the	a	short-term	 			
				perspec-ve		

	*	The	myopia	of	poli-cs	delays	the	inclusion	of	a	
				farsighted,	environmental	agenda.	

•  “True	statecrar	is	manifest	when	in	difficult	-mes	we	
uphold	high	principles	and	think	of	the	long-term	
common	good.”	





Listening	to	Grassroots	

•  Local	individuals	and	groups	can	make	a	real	
difference	

•  They	can	ins-l:	
	*	A	greater	sense	of	responsibility	

	*	A	strong	sense	of	community	

	*	A	readiness	to	protect	others	

	*	A	spirit	of	crea-vity	

	*	A	deep	love	of	the	land.	

•  “Society… must put pressure on governments to develop 
more rigorous regulations, procedures and controls.”  



Achieving	Ecological	Goals	
•  There	is	no	uniform	remedy	that	suits	all	countries.	

•  What	is	needed	is	acceptance	of	binding	
commitments	with	realis-c	transi-onal	measures	to	
achieve	the	goal.	

•  Poli-cal	ac-vity	on	the	local	level	is	needed	to	ensure	
that	the	crucial	issues	are	addressed.		

•  “New forms of cooperation and community organisation can be 
encouraged in order to defend the interests of small producers 
and preserve local ecosystems from destruction.” 

•  Unless	they	are	held	to	account,	governments	
generally	will	avoid	difficult	decisions	that	have	long	
terms	goals.	





Dialogue,	Transparency,	
Decision	Making	

! Environmental	impact	must	be	part	of	the	ini-al	
planning	in	any	commercial		proposi-on.	
! It	should	be	linked	to	a	study	of	working	
condi-ons,	and	possible	effects	on	physical	and	
mental	health.	
! The	local	popula-on	should	have	a	special	place	at	
the	table	in	these	situa-ons.	
! They	should	be	fully	informed	about	the	nature	of	
industrial	proposi-ons	in	their	area	and	the	
associated	risks.	
! Honesty	and	truth	are	needed	in	scien-fic	and	
poli-cal	discussions	with	local	communi-es.		



Risks	&	Benefits	
!  In	any	industrial	venture,	it	is	essen-al	to	weigh	the	commercial	
benefit	against	the	ecological	damage	that	may	follow	on.	

! There	is	a	real	danger	of	significant	damage	to	the	environment	if	
adequate	aeen-on	is	not	paid	to	the	ecological	consequences.	

! Here	are	some	important	ques-ons	that	need	to	be	addressed	
when	assessing	a	new	proposal:	

	* 	What	will	it	accomplish?	

	* 	Why?	Where?	When?	For	Whom?	

	*	 	What	are	the	risks?	

	* 	What	are	the	costs?	

	*	 	Who	will	pay	those	costs	and	how?	

! Open	and	honest	dialogue	is	essen-al	“so	that	par-cular	
interests	or	ideologies	will	not	prejudice	the	common	good.”	



Fracking	Before	&	Arer	



Climate	of	Poli-cs	&	Economics	
! Reflec-ng	on	the	2007-8	financial	crisis,	Pope	Francis	draws	
some	conclusion:		

* 	Making	the	public	pay	the	price	of	a	failed	banking	
	system	only	reaffirms	the	absolute	power	of	the	financial	
	system.	

* 	The	response	to	the	crisis	did	not	include	rethinking	the	
	outdated	criteria	which	con-nue	to	rule	the	world.	

* 	While	market	forces	control	global	economics,	
	environmental	protec-on,	and	climate	issues	cannot	be	
	addressed	by	financial	calcula-on		of	costs	and	benefits	

! “Where profits alone count, there can be no thinking about the 
rhythms of nature and its phases of decay and regeneration.” 

! Efforts	to	promote	a	sustainable	use	of	natural	resources	are	
not	a	waste	of	money	but	rather	an	investment	in	sustainable	
future.	



The	United	States	is	losing	soil	10	-mes	faster	--	and	China	and	India	
are	losing	soil	30	to	40	-mes	faster	--	than	the	natural	replenishment	
rate.	As	a	result	of	erosion	over	the	past	40	years,	30	percent	of	the	
world's	arable	land	has	become	unproduc-ve.	About	60	percent	of	
soil	that	is	washed	away	ends	up	in	rivers,	streams	and	lakes,	
increasing	the	risks	of	flooding	and	intensifying	water	contamina-on	
from	fer-lizers	and	pes-cides	runoff.	

Industrial Agriculture 



Sustainable	Use	Of	Natural	
Resources	

! There	is	a	limit	to	the	Earth’s	resources.	

! To	protect	the	Earth	from	the	consequences	of	an	over-
demand,	it	is	essen-al	that	we	promote	sustainable	
agricultural	strategies.	

! We	need	to	promote	more	diversified	and	innova-ve	
forms	of	produc-on	that	make	less	impact	on	the	
environment.	

! Technological	approach	that	focuses	on	increased	
produc-on	&	consump-on	is	not	the	solu-on.	

! Produc-ve	diversifica-on	offers	the	fullest	possibili-es	
to	human	ingenuity	to	create	&	innovate.	





What	the	Future	Needs		

! Businesses	profit	by	calcula-ng	and	paying	only	a	
frac-on	of	the	costs	involved	

! The	future	needs:	
	*		A	change	in	our	models	of	global	development	

	*		A	limit	on	insa-able	and	irresponsible	growth	

	*		A	redefini-on	of	our	no-on	of	progress	

	*		A	new	understanding	of	the	concept	of	Economy	

	*		A	cost	evalua-on	that	include	the	social	&	the	 			
					environmental	as	well	as	the	commercials	costs		



Reflec-on	of	Pope	Francis	

! “The mindset that leaves no room for sincere 
concern for the environment is the same 
mindset which lacks concern for the inclusion 
of the most vulnerable members of society…. 
The current model, with its emphasis on 
success and self-reliance, does not appear to 
favour an investment in efforts to help the 
slow , the weak or the less talented to find 
opportunity in life.”   



Ecological	Educa-on	&	
Spirituality	

! The	exis-ng	“Consumerist	Paradigm”	leads	people	to	
believe	that	they	are	free	as	long	as	they	have	
supposed	freedom	to	consume.	

! The	emp-er	a	person’s	heart	is,	the	more	he	or	she	
needs	things	to	buy,	own	and	consume.	

! Human	beings,	while	capable	of	the	worst,	are	also	
capable	of	rising	above	themselves.	

! No	system	can	completely	suppress	our	openness	to	
what	is	good	and	beau-ful.	

! There	is	a	great	need	for	social	responsibility	on	the	
part	of	consumers.	Purchasing	is	always	a	moral	as	
well	as	an	economic	act.	



Earth	Charter		

! Pope	Francis	reflects	on	the	poor	progress	made	in	
implemen-ng	the	Earth	Charter,	and	quotes	one	of	
its	most	challenging	and	significant	statements:	

! “As never before in history, common destiny beckons 
us to seek a new beginning …Let ours be a time 
remembered for the awakening of a new reverence 
for life, the firm resolve to achieve sustainability, the 
quickening of the struggle for justice and peace, and 
the joyful celebration of life.” 



Summary	of	Earth	Charter	



Educa-ng	for	A	Covenant		Between	
Humanity	&	The	Environment	

! An	awareness	of	the	ecological	crisis	is	not	enough,	it		
must	lead	to	sustainable	habits	and	lifestyles	

! Our	young	people	must	be	educated	to	have	a	new	
ecological	sensi-vity.			

! Changing	the	adtudes	and	habits	of	young	people	who	
have	grown	up	in	a	milieu	of	extreme	consumerism	and	
affluence	will	be	difficult.	

! In	making	this	observa-on,	Pope	Francis	acknowledges	
that	young	people,	in	par-cular,	are	making	admirals	
efforts	to	protect	the	environment.	

! 	The	goal	of	Environmental	Educa-on	is	to	establish	
harmony	within	ourselves,	with	others,	with	nature	&	
other	living	creatures,	and	with	God.	





Pope	Francis’s	Small	Steps		
•  People	need	to	be	mo-vated,	and	there	is	need	for	
“an	ecological	conversion”	if	any	prac-cal	results	
are	to	be	achieved.	

•  “There is nobility in the duty of care for creation 
through little daily actions.” 

•  Pope	Francis	goes	on	to	iden-fy	a	number	of	
prac-cal	sugges-ons	on	how	to	move	people	in	the	
direc-on	of	a	more	eco-friendly	lifestyle.	

•  Such	ac-ons	can	enable	us	to	live	more	fully	and	to	
feel	that	life	on	earth	is	worthwhile.	





Ecological	Educa8on	
•  While	ecological	educa-on	can	be	provided	in	a	variety	

of	ways,	Pope	Francis	stresses	the	importance	of	
ecological	educa-on	in	the	home.	

•  The	home	is	the	place	where	life	is	nurtured.	In	the	
family	we	learn	how	to	show	love	and	respect	for	all	
that	we	hold	dear,	Earth	included.	

•  Along	with	various	other	groups,	the	Church	has	an	
important	role	to	play	in	ecological	educa-on.	

•  Seminaries	and	houses	of	forma-on	should	be	sedng	
the	standards	in	regard	to	responsible	living.	

•  By	learning	to	see	and	appreciate	beauty,	we	learn	to	
reject,	self-interested	pragma-sm.	



Ecological	Conversion		
•  Pope	Francis	believes	that	what	is	needed	to	save	
our	planet	is	a	conversion	of	heart.	

•  A	conversion	of	heart	will	not	be	sustained	by	
doctrine	alone.	An	ecological	conversion	of	heart	
needs	an	ecological	spirituality	to	sustain	it.		

•  Without	a	spirituality	to	inspires	us,	we	will	not	
succeed.	Chris-an	spirituality	has	a	precious	
contribu-on	to	make	to	the	renewal	of	humanity.	

•  The	life	of	the	spirit	must	not	be	disengaged	from	
“the body or from nature of from worldly realities but 
lived in and with them .” 





Elements	of	An	Ecological	
Spirituality	

•  Our	encounter	with	Jesus	must	become	evident	in	
our	encounter	with	the	world	all	around	us.	

•  Living	our	voca-on	to	protect	God’s	handiwork	is	
essen-al	to	a	life	of	virtue.		

•  Pope	Francis	points	to	Francis	of	Assisi	as	one	who	
lived	a	spirituality	that	was	truly	ecological.	

•  A	healthy	rela-onship	with	crea-on	is	just	one	
dimension	of	an	overall	personal	conversion.		

•  An	awareness	of	our	misuse	of	the	Earth	invites	us	to	
become	aware	of	our	failures	in	other	areas	of	our	
lives,	and	of	our	need	for	conversion	personal	and	
communal.	





Community	Engagement	



Social/Ecological	Conversion	

!  Individuals	embarked	on	a	programme	of	self-improvement	is	
not	the	kind	of	movement	that	will	transform	our	world.	

! Social	problems	must	be	addressed	by	community	networks.	
An	ecological	conversion	that	will	bring	about	las-ng	change	
will	necessarily	entail	a	community	conversion.	

! Ecological	conversion		is	grounded	on	the	belief	that	the	
world	is	God’s	loving	gir	to	us,	and	that	we	are	called	to	
imitate	God’s	generosity	in	self-sacrifice	and	good	works.	

!  It	entails	the	loving	awareness	that	we	are	not	disconnected	
from	the	rest	of	creatures,	but	joined	in	a	splendid	universal	
communion.	

! As	believers	we	do	not	look	at	the	world	from	without	but	
from	within.	We	are	part	of	Cosmic	Story	not	observes	of	it.	



Looking	Out	from	Within	



Looking	from	Within	



Heart	of	Chris8an	Spirituality	
•  Chris-an	spirituality	encourages	a	prophe-c,	&	contempla-ve	

lifestyle.		
•  Chris-an	spirituality	proposes	a	growth	that	is	marked	by	

modera-on	and	the	capacity	to	be	happy	with	liele.	
•  It	is	a	return	to	that	simplicity	which	allows	us	to	stop	and	

appreciate	the	small	things,	and	enjoy	them.	
•  It	teaches	us	to	be	grateful	for	the	opportuni-es	that	life	

affords	us,	and	not	to	be	sad	for	what	we	lack.	
•  This	is	a	way	of	living	life	to	the	full,	of	apprecia-ng	each	

person	and	each	thing,	and	of	being	open	to	the	many	
possibili-es	life	can	offer.	

•  This	is	the	kind	of	spirituality	that	will	reverence	and	sustain	
all	that	God	has	created.	





Centrality	of	Peace	
! Peace	is	not	be	defined	as	the	absence	of	war.	Inner	peace	is	
closely	related	to	care	for	ecology	and	for	the	common	good.		

! It	is	reflected	in	a	balanced	lifestyle	together	with	a	capacity	
for	wonder	which	takes	us	to	a	deeper	understanding	of	life.	

! We	cannot	listen	to	the	voice	of	nature	if	we	are	overwhelmed	
“by	constant	noise,	interminable	and	nerve	wracking	
distrac-ons.”	

! Many	people	today	sense	a	profound	imbalance	which	drives	
them	to	frene-c	ac-vity,	riding	roughshod	over	everything	
around	them.	

! An	integral	ecology	includes	taking	-me	to	recover	a	serene	
harmony	with	crea-on,	reflec-ng	on	our	lifestyle	and	ideals	
and	contempla-ng	the	Creator	who	lives	among	us	and	around	
us.	





Consider the lilies of the field  



Some	Final	Reflec-ons	
! “Fraternal	love	can	only	be	gratuitous;	it	can	never	be	a	means	of	
repaying	others	for	what	they	have	done	or	will	do	for	us.”	

! “When	the	founda-ons	of	social	life	are	corroded,	what	ensues	
are	baeles	over	conflic-ng	interests,	new	forms	of	violence	and	
brutality,	and	obstacles	to	a	growth	of	a	genuine	culture	of	care	
for	the	environment.”	

! “An	integral	ecology	is	also	made	up	of	simple	daily	gestures	
which	break	with	the	logic	of	violence	,	exploita-on	and	
selfishness.”	St	Therese	

! “Love	for	society	and	commitment	to	the	common	good	are	
outstanding	expressions	of	a	charity	which	affects	not	only	
rela-onships	between	individuals	but	also	macro-rela-onships,	
social,	economic	and	poli-cal	ones.”	





Listening	to	the	Mys-cs	

! “Contemplation deepens the more we feel the working of 
God’s grace within our hearts, and the better we learn to 
encounter God in creatures outside ourselves.” 	 	 	

	 		 	 	 	 		Saint	Bonaventure	

! Mountains have heights and they are plentiful, vast, 
beautiful, graceful, bright and fragrant. These mountains 
are what my Beloved is to me. Lonely valleys are quiet, 
pleasant, cool, shady and flowing with water; in their 
variety of their groves and the sweet song of the birds, they 
afford abundant creation and delight to the senses and in 
their solitude and silence, they refresh us and give rest. 
These valleys are what my Beloved is to me.” 

! John	of	the	Cross	“Spiritual	Can-cle”	



Mass of the World  



Reflec-on	On	Eucharist	

! “The Lord, in the culmination of the mystery of the 
Incarnation, choose to reach our intimae depths 
through a fragment of matter. He comes not from 
above, but from within, he comes that we might find 
him in this world of ours. In the Eucharist, fullness 
is already achieved; it is the living centre of the 
universe, the overflowing core of love and of 
inexhaustible life. Joined to the  incarnate Son, 
present in the Eucharist, the whole cosmos gives 
thanks to God” 




